
153Simgovernment

A nation that was led by one person could be either a monarchy (a good form) or a 
dictatorship (a perverted form). A government ruled by a few could be either an aristoc-
racy (a good form) or an oligarchy (a perverted form). Finally, a government led by the 
many could be either a polity (a good form) or a democracy (a perverted form). One should 
not be too surprised that Aristotle labeled democracy a bad form. After all, in his day, 
democracy was synonymous with mob rule—that is, everyone acting in her or his own best 
interest with little or no regard for the community.

I will assume for this example that you do not want to use one of the perverted forms.* 
So who will rule in your simulated government? Which institutions will you create? Will you 
choose to have a monarch? Before you jump to conclusions and say no to a monarchy, 
you should realize that I would make a pretty good king, and co-dictator of the universe is 
perhaps the one job that I would prefer over my current tenured position.

Also, there are benefits to having a monarchy. Monarchy literally means a single authority, 
and there are all kinds of situations in which having a textbook-writing professor as emperor 
would be a good thing. During a war, when decisions must be made quickly and decisively, 
or when a tough and unpopular choice must be made for the long-term best interest of the 
country, having a single decision maker can avoid the paralysis of committees and groups 
trying to make decisions. If you wish to have the most efficient form of government, why not 
just have one person make all of the decisions for you? Think of all the wasted time that can 
be eliminated by simply having a king decide—no long debates in Congress, no concerns 
about whether people really like an idea. Despite his faults, Mussolini was pretty much the 
only Italian leader ever to get the trains to run on time.† The pyramids were built by pharaohs, 
the Great Wall by Chinese emperors, Genghis Khan created the largest empire in the history 

* What you choose to do in the private recesses of your own brain is your business, but please, not in my textbook. 

† As noted in Chapter 3, I have been told that Italy has found a way to get its trains to run on time without resorting to fascism. 
However, I have never actually seen the trains run in Italy, and I would never let the facts get in the way of a good example. 

Table 5.1 Aristotle’s Six Basic Government Types

	 Works for	 Works for
Ruled by 	 the benefit of all (good) 	 the benefit of the ruling class (bad)

One 	 monarchy 	 dictatorship

Few 	 aristocracy 	 oligarchy

Many 	 polity 	 democracy




